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Country-ns. M R. Obferwator, 1 have been 
Pondering fince I faw you 
on your Difcourfe about 

the Grants cf our Kings to their Favourites: If 

they give fo much away; what have they left 
to keep their Courts withal? Suppofe my 

Neighbour, Mr. Fujtice ~— fhould give away 

Sool, a Year of his 1000 |. what a Juftifol Fi- 

yre would he make in our Country? And you 
talk’d of the late Kings Dying feven Quarters 
jn Debt to his Servants; this is no wonder, if 


~ fome of em receiv’d all the Money. I vow, I 


don’t know who would ferve a Crown’d- Head, 
if no Body muft be pay’d their Wages, but fach 
as can get the length of their Mafters Feet—— 
Pray, Sir, How long has this Fafhion of Grant- 
ing been in Ufe? 

Obj. Ever fince Kings had Sycophants about 
’em: A Sycopbant or Flatterer in a Court, is like 
a Moth in a Cloth, ic Eats thro’ every part of 
the Revenue and Crown-Lands,and like a Moth 
(which Feeds on the Cioth, and not on the Lift) 
they Devour the Fatteft of the Crown Trea- 
fare: But your Neighbour, Mr. Fuftice—— if 
he makes Grants of his Eftate, has not that way 
to Subfift Himfelfin {plendor, as have Kings 5 
he can have no Aids and Subfidies from the Subs 
je&s for the Support of his Civil Lift. 1 thall 
not Determine how far the Lands and Heredi- 
tary Revenues of the Crown, would Support 
the Regal Dignity, faitable ro the Honour of a 
King, of {fo Glorious, Potent, and Wealthy a 
Nation,as Englandis : But fure I am, the Crown 


‘Lands might be improved to a better Advan- 


tage than inGrants. | have not time totell you 
the vaft Extent of thofe Lands, and the Im- 
provement might be made of them, but what 
are given away, is entirely loft to the Crown, 
and the reft are Unimproved, I would not con- 
fine Crowned Heads to fo narrow a compafs of 


Land as their Subje&s: But I think there are 


many Waftes, Chafes, Forrefts, and Parks be- 
longing to the Crown; which if Improv’d, 
their. produce of Profit would fila very large 
Corner of the Exchequer ; this Difcourfe find 
Will be too long to be handled at large at this 
prefent; Time and Leafure may afford an Op- 
portunity for that purpofe. 1} fhall therefore 
content my felf with offering you one Inftance. 

The New-Forreft ia Hampjhire was planted 
by William (very falfly call’d) the Conqueror, 
to effe& which he demolithed 36 Parifhes,with 
many Churches; this Forreft extends in length 
E. and W. about 30 Miles, and in breadth N. 
and S. in moft places 15 Miles ; now if this For- 
reft was Let to Farm in parcels,and not to_one 
Perfon who fhould make latereft for a Farm E- 
quivalent to a Grant, what abundance of Mo- 


ney would this bring into Her Majefties Exche- 





quer ?And it lying in length along the Sea fhore, 
how much more would it advance in Her Ma- 
jefties Cuftoms, confidering how Numerous 
the Creeks, Inlets and Lakes are on that Coait 
even into the Forreft it feif? Now, Sir,is it not 
a great pity that fuch a large Tract of Land, 


equal in goodnefs to the beft in England, hhould a 


lie uncultivated, and ina manner waite, when 
the Improvement thereof would tend fo much 
to the common good of both Queen and People; 
and what now does it fignify to either? We 
can’t Imagine that Her Majefky will {pend much 
time in Hunting in that Forreft, and ’tis a Que- 
{tion whether fhe has a Buck or Doe in a Sea- 
fon from thence: King Charles the Second per- 
haps heated in that Forreft half a Score times 
in his Reign,and his Courtiers made him believe 
he was in Love with the Place, and fo perf{wad- 
ed him to Build a Royal Pallace at Winchefter, 
ia which I never heard any King of England, 
yet Lodged, and perhaps now is fallen from the 
Crown into aGrant. How many Forrefts,Parks, 
Chafes and Crown Waftes,have we in England, 
which might be improved to the Publick Bene- 
ft ? And would it not be much better to have 
the Derelict Lands of England given to the 
Poor for their [Improvement,than to have them 
lyeas they doalrogether Ulelefs to the Publick? 

Couniry-m. 1 have hearkned very Diligently 
to your Difcourfe, and from what you have 
faid, I conclude you will never have the thanks 
of the Lord Chief Yuftice in Eyre, the Lord 
Warden, the Rangers and Keepers of Walks in the 
Wew-Forreft, nor the thanks of the poor Inha- 
bitants there, who maintain their Families on the 


d breeding of Cattle, and 


Forreft, by keeping 
by mafting their Hogs, 

Obf. | never value what People fay of any 
Difcourfe of mine which tends tothe Advan- 
tage, of the Publick: Men in publick Offices, I 
mouft confefs, ftand on higher Ground than my 
felf, and might fee farther into publick Advan- 
tage, did not the Mift of Private Intere/t before 
their Eyes,obfcure their Underftandings. I need 
not take up mutch time to convince an honeft 
underftanding Man of the Benefit of what I 
have faid, in Relation to the NewsForreft : 1 am 
{atisfy’d every Inhabitant of the Forreft Towns 
in Hamp/fhire will be of my Mind, and I would 
have that Tract of Land once more Peopled 
with Engli(hmen, inftead of Deer and Hogs, for 
the fame Reafon that Wiliam the Conqueror 
turned it inte a Forreft, which was the fecurity 
of the Government: William, when he invaded 
England, defigned to have made his Defcent in 
this place,but he found the Towns on the Shore 
fo Numerous, and Defended by fuch vaft nua- 
bersof bold Britains, that he found his Landing 
here altogether Impracticable, and fo fteer’d a- 
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long Shore in Queft of a more eafie place of 


janding. After he was admitted to the Regal Dig- -} 
in the 


nity, he believed himfelf not well Riviced 
Affedtioris of his People; for tho’ he came to the 
Crown by their Confent, he came to England 
without their Leave and Invitation ; and finding 
fach Oppofition in Hampfhire, he demolifhed 
the Towns aforefaid, and planted this Forreft,; 
pene to fecure his Retreat, in cafe he fhould 
forced by the People to Repatriate;,and part- 
ly co fecure his Landing again with a new Force, 
this being the fhorteft cut trom England to Nor- 
mandy, his own Country ; fothat there is Rea- 
fon of State,as well as Profit, for this Propofal. 

As to what you fay in Relation to the Poor, 
fs an Objection notin the leaft confiftent with 
Reafon, for their Employment in clearing the 
Woods, in inclofing the Land into Paftares,and 
afterwards in Tillage will be a far greater Ad- 
vantage to them, than the fall Profits they 
now make of that Forveft. That Tra¢t of Land, 
asit now jies,is not one tenth part Peopledjand 
thefe Men being Born and Living on the Spot, 
when it becomes a habitable Country, they will 
be the chief Inhabitants, and of .Cottagers will 
become Burghers of Rich and Stately Towns; 
their Children will be bred up to Trades and 
Manufactures, who are now as fully Ignorant as 
the wild Jri/h, or the Indians; and know little 
more of the Chriftian Religion,than do the Hea- 
thens; fome Inhabicants there, of Three-f{core 
Years old, have never been three times at Church 
in their Lives time. But thefe Difcourfes of 
National Advantage, do not in the leaft fuit 
with the Genius of a Degenerate Age; they had 
rather hear of a Galleon or two brought from 
Vigo with a little Plate, than to hear of our own 
Rich and Profitable Mines at home, being bro- 
ken open, and our Poor’s being employ’d in 
working the Native Treafure; and therefore, 
Prithee Honeft Couxtry-man, what News is 
there at London ? 

Country-m. They fay there are Six Mails 
wanting from Holand, fo that there’s nothing 
new from that fidethe Water. Butthe High- 
Fliers at London have kept a Glorious Chriftmas, 
and have invented a new Health, which they 
always Drink; which they Toaft by the Name 
of Two and Twenty. 

Obf. Thofe are People 9 a ftrange Invention, 
they have found ovt many new Inventions, 
which have brought fome of ’em to the old In- 
vention at -Hide-Park-Corner. 1 know their 
Health to L7MP, and their Health to Sorrel ; 
but Prithee explain this Health of Two and 
Twenty. 

Country-m, Why, Sir, the meaning of this 
Health, is : 
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And this, Sir, do they Drink till they think 
themfelves as great asthofe Perfons they re- 
member. 

Obj. Thefe are very nigmatical, Hierogli- 
phical, Myftical Fellows: This is the Cant of 
the Facobite Gipfies; and in a fhort time we may 
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expe& a new Vocabulary of Pedlars French: Poor 
Creatures, they are Superaonated, like their 


















Cauie; and we moft befpeak their Wir, 
fend their old Boys abroad with Slabbe,;," 
Bibbs, and Muckenders, for DiftinGions fa 
Pretty Babes! This Health ferves eri ing, : 
of a Play-thing, and the Folk at St. Ger». 
mutt take care to fend ’em Yearly fome Dre! 

Device or other to keepup their Spirits. Ty 
Camelion is 4 grofs Feeder to this fort of Cha 
tures, who can Live 14 or.15 Years toger}. 
upon Whims, and the thin Efluviums of a lef 
ice’s Brain ;and I Fancy their ftrong Stomacps 
Monarchs have not yet Digelted the Iron Dar. 
plins Queen Ann Trcated them with lat Yer 
at Vigo. What more News haft got? 

Country-m. You were very much miftakey 
Sir, in your Opinion, concerning the Book, ca, 
led. The fhort may with the DijJenters :- You |ay’4 
it at the Door of the wrong Perfons, the Chiji 
was none of their getting, the Plot is difcover. 
ed: ’Iwas a pretty Sham enough; one Perfon 
was takcn into Cuftody on that Account, aad 
made his Efcape from the Meflenger. 

Obf. He was much in the right on’. For 
perhaps there was never a greater piece of Vil. 
lany impos’d upon Mankind; {am as much ont 
of Love with the Horfpurs of Parties as any ho- 
neft Man oughtto be: Bot | hate Impofing of 
Falfhoods and Shams on our fellow Natives,tho’ .. 
of different Opinions from our felves; ’tis not | 
only athing Unjuft in its own Nature, but very 
Unchriftian and Irreligious. ‘This is a Cheat 
that even a Heathen would have blofh’d to ex- 
pofe tothe World.- Bat what fhall we fay of 
Men, who make the higheft Pretence to Sandi- 
ty, and call themfelves Saints, who are Stran- 
gers even to common. Morality and Vertue? 
The Author of this Book, was the Reputed 
Author of The Legion Letter; the Secretary 
to that Party, who Scandaliz’d the beft 
of Parliaments in a Black Lift, which juftify’d 
all the Cheaters in the late Reign under the No- 
tion of being the late Kings Friends, who trea- 
ted the five Kentifh Worthies at Mercers-Chap- 
pel,in Defiance of the Juftice of that Auguft and 
Honourable*Affembly ; this is the Party which 
rail’d againit Standing Armies and Fure Divino, 
in the Reigns of King Charles Il. and James Il. 
and were for Standing Armies, Foreign Guards, 
and making us a Conquer’d Nation, in the Reign 
of King Wiliam. Thisis the Party, which when 
it was in their Power,never preferr’d one Man 
that had Faithfully Served his Country but fuch 
as were in a Foreign Intereft, and had Learn’t 
the Shibboleth of Modern Whiggifm,which is Re- 
concilable to the Principles of Religion, and 
the Intereft of England, as is Popery and -Arbi- 
trary Power, 


Country-m, There’s another Perfon taken in- 


to Cuftody for Writing and Publifhing a Book 
call’d, The Government Unbing’d. Have you 
feen that Book? | 

Obf. 1 never faw it, but I know the Gentle- 
man that wrote it; he’s a true Engli/bman, and 
I am forry to hear he has madea flip fo asto be 
taken Notice of by the Government. He made 
many large Difcoveries in the late Reign, of 
Cheats and Embezelments, and has been taken 
into Cuftody tor the fame; yet the honefty of 
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“thofe Minifters was foc, that they never enqui- 


red into the Matter of Fats and indeed it was 
a Maxim of State in that Reign,to let all Crimi- 
nals go unponifhed, and to ftarve fuch as had 
done their Country the trueft Service. 
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